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What is Rodeo?
Rodeo is made up a wide range of events that test com-
petitors in every way. They are:

BULL RIDING

The most popular rodeo riding event and the most
dangerous. A loose rope straps a man's hand to a tonne
of explosive power. Because the cowboy never knows
what the animal beneath him is going to do next, he must
draw upon his sharpest mental and physical abilities when
trying to conquer this twisting tornado. To keep his
position and balance, a bull rider is constantly grabbing
for new holds with his feet and continually pulling up on
the rope. The more powerfully a bull bucks and the faster
he spins the more points the ride is worth.

BAREBACK RIDING

A very demanding event for the competitor. From the
moment the gate swings open and the horse and rider
explode from the chute, both must perform exceptionally
well if the cowboy is to win. A suit-case like handle is
attached to the top of the leather rigging, cinched around
the horse's middle. The contestant grips this handle with
one hand, keeps his other free and high in the air. Ideally
bareback riders want to try to spur the horse on each
jump, reaching as far forward as they can with their feet,
then jerking their spurs upwards towards the rigging.

SADDLEBRONC

Considered the classic rodeo event, this competition is
definitely not for beginners. There is a reason - the
instinctive reactions required to keep in the stirrups, sense
what the horse will do next and the ability to synchronise
with the bronc's movement- make this event one with no
substitute for years of experience. Since there in nothing
solid to hold on to, a cowboy can only stay in the saddle
through timing and balance. The proven rider deliberately
matches his spurring strides with the bucking bronc's
rhythm beneath him making the whole ride appear
smooth.

STEERWRESTLING

An event that not only requires speed and agility, but also
physical size and strength. When a man drops from the
side of a galloping horse onto a running steer and throws
him to the ground, spectators have seen athletic skill
overcome heavily weighted odds. In keeping with the
sharing and helping character of rodeo, the steer wrestler
is allowed a partner called a 'hazer' to aid him in lining up
the charging steer. This assistance helps to assure perfect
placement of the steer and horse before the cowboy
dismounts. The time stops after the contestant has thrown
and turned the steer's head and all four feet are out in the
same direction.

ROPE & TIE

An event that shows the grace and beauty of true horse-
manship along with the athletic skills of both horse and
rider. Roping is a race against time with the seconds
counted in decimal points. To win, a horse and rider must
work together in precision teamwork. The contest begins
when the calf is released from the chute with the rider
and horse chasing behind. A good horse will carry its rider

in perfect accord with every move of the calf and when
the rope is thrown will stoop on a dime, back up so the
rope is pulled taut allowing the roper to dismount, run
down the rope, throw the calf and tie any three legs with
the 'piggin string' and then signal ‘all clear" with his hands
in the air. The rider must remount his horse and slacken
the rope to prove the tie, which must then hold for six
seconds.

TEAM ROPING

An event that owes its very existence to the everyday work
of the American working cowboy. On the open range it is
often necessary to catch an animal in order to attend to or
brand it, and that is where the first team roping took
place. In rodeo competition today the header starts the
time when he leaves the box in pursuit of the runaway
steer. His job is to rope the steer's horns, take a dally
wrapping the loose end of the rope around the saddle
horn and turn the steer away from his partner. With great
skill and accurate timing the heeler then ropes the steer's
hind legs and takes his dally. Then both header and heeler
face their horses towards the steer, time stops. Because of
the excellent team work involved this event is a favourite
of many.

LADIES BARREL RACE

The all female event that tests the speed and agility of
both cowgirl and horse. The horses ridden in the event
are highly trained and extremely athletic, matching their
speed and turns to the cues given by the riders. The clock
is set in motion when the girl and the horse cross the
starting line and is stopped when she recrosses the line
after completing her run. The colourful rider and her
mount must make two turns in one direction and one in
the other around the three barrels. These barrels are set in
a triangular pattern, a prescribed distance apart. Winners
are on many occasions determined by differences of
hundredths of a second. So the five second penalty for an
overturned barrel can be devastating. This event is
certainly one of sheer elegance and precise timing.

BREAKAWAY ROPING

Another all female event which is the female version of
calf roping. This event differs from roping in that the
cowgirl does not have to rope the calf, dismount the
horse and tie the calf's legs. Instead, the rope is tied to
the saddle horn with a ribbon. When the calf is roped,
the horse pulls up and calf keeps running until the rope is
taut, which then 'breaks' the rope from the saddle horn
and the time is taken. This event is contested as hotly by
these cowgirls as by the men in the roping.

STEER UNDECORATING

Another all-female event which is the female version of
steer wrestling. However, in this event rather than having
to slide over the side of the galloping horse and stop the
steer, the cowgirl has to catch up to the steer and remove
the ribbon attached to its back. Like the steer wrestling ,
the cowgirl is allowed a 'hazer' to aid her in lining up the
charging steer. This helps her to line up the steer perfectly
to allow her to remove the ribbon. Time is taken when
she removes the ribbon from the steer and raises it high
over her head.
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CHUTE DRAW
14-U18 Juvenile Steer
11-U14 Junior Steer
8-U11 Poddy Ride
Novice Bull Ride
Novice Bareback
Novice Saddlebronc

ROUGH STOCK DRAW
Saddlebronc
Bareback
Bull Ride

Starts 6pm Friday 2" March
Central Entry with ABCRA.
Local Steer Ride entries close
at the Show Office at 7pm.

TIMED DRAW
Steerwrestling
Rope & Tie
Ladies Barrel Race
Ladies Breakaway
Steer Undecorating
14 - U18 Juvenile Barrel
11-U14 Junior Barrel
U11 Junior Barrel
Junior Breakaway

TEAM DRAW
Team Roping

ABCRA Central Entry: 1800 028 992
Callbacks (Thursday only) 02 6761 2645

www.abcra.com.au

221 Peel Street PO Box 964

TAMWORTH NSW 2340

Phone: (02) 6766 5863
Fax: (02) 6766 1232
Email: general@abcra.com.au
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The Mudgee Show Society would like to thank all our rodeo sponsors:

coatesnhire

60 Sydney Rd Mudgee NSW 2850

BELL
scAFFnI—“ING Phone: 13 1552 or (02) 6372 2277
HARsco Www.coateshire.com.au
Trading Hours

INFRASTRUCTURE L Mon to Fri: 7am - 5pm  Sat: 7am - 12pm

AUSTRALIAN
e

AT =.=><
FENCING coal

- LGA PROJEGTS

-COMMERCIAL BUILDERS
‘PROJECT MANAGEMENT

-HOSPITALITY SPEGIALISTS
PH: (02) 6372 9065

BENNETTS SAWMILLS \/VOOlworthS

HARDWOOD SAWMILLERS

Melton Rd M usnee 6372 2296
Daﬂemﬂ::dn Hﬁ'{#gﬁ' ROBERTS ENGINEERING PTY LTD
28 INDUSTRIAL AVE, MUDGEE

~ PH (O2) 6372 6216

D ].1[-‘,_\ 'MAKING |

VPR s Stuares Founds & mg sqm n-us, Sﬂw DI

LAWSON PARK HOTEL

m&mmm Ph/fmﬂz 637'7 453§mi‘UHF§h 14
Les 0429 139 400 Brett 0428 597 330



